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Recommended Schedule of  Events for Timely Consideration  

of the  

Petition for Transfer To Another Denomination 

 
1. The local church’s Committee/Team proposes that Consistory discuss petitioning the Classis of 

Southwest Michigan for permission to transfer to another denomination 

a. Consistory discussions should be informative, respectful and balanced. 

b. Discussion events/meetings allowing for proper reflection and prayer should be held prior to 

any meeting held to vote on this issue. 

c. When a motion is formally offered in Consistory, normal discussion follows and a vote is 

taken.   

NOTES:  A motion requesting Classis permission to transfer to another denomination requires 

approval of 75% of the total membership of the Consistory. 

i. The minutes of the meeting shall record the number of “Yes” votes, the number of 

“No” votes and the number of “Abstentions” 

d. The Consistory shall then prepare, sign and submit to the Clerk of Classis the form “A 

Petition Submitted to the Classis of Southwest Michigan Requesting Transfer to Another 

Denomination.” 

 

2. The Clerk of Classis and the Chair of the Transitioning Churches Task Force should be immediately 

informed of the Consistory’s action and the required documents listed in Section A of the “Schedule 

of Required Documentation” should be submitted to the Clerk.  Classis’ receipt of the completed 

Petition form and accompanying documentation listed in Section A of the “Schedule of Required 

Documentation” initiates a six (6) month timeline for the Classis Task Force to review and evaluate 

the Petition in order to file its recommendation to the Classis.  

 

3. The Consistory should begin the process of informing and educating the congregation on the issues 

involved in requesting a transfer to another denomination. 

 

4. Consistory should consult the “Congregational Meeting Guidelines” issued by the Task Force and 

published on the Classis website.   

NOTES:  

i.)  the use of proxy ballots is not permitted but absentee ballots may be accepted in accord with 

the congregation’s normal practice  

ii.) a motion to Petition for Transfer to Another Denomination requires an affirmative vote by 

75% of the eligible voting members present at the meeting and 

iii.)  The motion put before the congregation must read, “Shall (name of Church) request the 

permission of the Classis of Southwest Michigan to transfer from the Reformed Church in 

America to (name of receiving denomination)?”   ______YES _____NO _____ABSTAIN 

 

5. Within ninety (90) days after submission of the Petition the required documents in Section B of the 

“Schedule of Required Documentation” should be submitted to the Clerk for review by the Classis 

Task Force. 

 



Issued: 15DC21 
Revised: 04JA22 
 

6. The Chair of the Classis Task Force should be informed that a Congregational Meeting is being 

scheduled to call for a vote by the church membership.  This allows Task Force members to be 

scheduled to attend and observe the meeting.   

 

7. Following the submission of the Task Force’s recommendation and the submission of the required 

documentation listed in Section C of the “Schedule of Required Documentation”, the Classis has 

sixty (60) days to act upon it.  

 

8. This schedule may be adjusted by mutual agreement between the Classis Task Force and the 

Consistory. 

 


